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Abstract

During the study period from January 1985 to December 1994, there were 1105 new cleft cases seen in the Department afifgjestic S
Singapore General Hospital. These included newborn as well as unoperated children and adult cases. During the same pedtal, the
number of recorded births in Singapore was 474,542. Out of the 1105 new cleft cases seen, 984 were Singaporeans. Theahthience
hospital-based study of cleft population in Singapore was 2.07 per 1000 livebirths. Chinese had the highest incidence ef 1080 @s
compared to Malay, Indian and other races. The most common type of cleft deformity was complete cleft lip and palate. Sitie Vedts
found to be more affected than the right side in all types of cleft deformity. There was no significant difference in séutiisty, the male
to female ratio was 1.1:1. However, females had a higher incidence of cleft palate than males. Associated congenital defocoitied
in 1.5% of the total cleft population.

Ann Acad Med Singapord 999; 28:655-9

Key words: Associated abnormalities, Cleft types, Incidence patterns, Surgical repair

* WHO Fellow
** Associate Consultant
*** Senior Consultant
Department of Plastic Surgery
Singapore General Hospital
Address for Reprints: Dr S T Lee, Department of Plastic Surgery, Singapore General Hospital, Outram Road, Singapore 169608.

September 1999, Vol. 28 No. 5



