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Abstract

Introduction: Aged care services have been rapidly and systematically established in Singapore over the past two decadesin anticipation
of the challengesthat will accompany the rapid ageing of our population. Thispaper presentsan overview of the geriatric servicesthat have
developed in Singapore, funding for these services, and aged care-related training programmes for doctors and nurses in Singapore.
Methods A non-systematic review of journal articles, local conference proceedings and state publications was undertaken. Results:
Geriatric services have evolved rapidly with the establishment of 3 acute geriatric medicine units covering the different sectors of Singapore.
Apart from the provision of acute medical care for older persons, geriatricians have also been increasingly involved in the enhancement
of community aged care services under the Framework for Integrated Health Services for the Elderly. Concurrently, community services
for the elderly have blossomed under the leader ship provided by various voluntary welfare organisations. | nnovative systems of funding the
healthcare needs of older persons have also evolved over the past few years. I n recognition of theincreasing needs of our ageing population,
themedical training curriculumisbeing continually reviewed to enhancetheskillsof medical practitionersin Singapore. Conclusion: Over
ashort span of 20 years, a comprehensive framework of services has been devel oped to meet the needs of our ageing population. While much
has been accomplished, there is a need for continuous review of our services and healthcare policies to identify areas for further
improvement.
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