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Abstract

The age-standardised incidence ratesfor all cancersfor 1998-1999 were 235.0 per 100,000 in males and 199.8 per 100,000 in females.
The corresponding ratesfor 1993-1997 were 233.1 per 100,000 in malesand 198.1 per 100,000 in females. The greatest difference wasfor
breast cancer in femaleswith age-standardisedincidenceratesincreasingfrom46.1t053.1 casesper 100,000 personsper year between these
time periods. There also appearsto be a shift of the peak age-specific incidencefor breast cancer from premenopausal to postmenopausal
yearsover thisperiod. Thissuggeststhat our breast cancer incidence pattern israpidly becoming more similar to populationsin the West.
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