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Abstract

Introduction: The chain of survival concept impliesthat provision of early access, early advanced care, including early intravenous drugs
would improve survival in sudden cardiac arrest. | ntravenous adrenaline (epinephrineg) has been used asthe drug of choice since 1906. What
istheevidencefor itseffectiveness? | svasopressin abetter alternative? Methods: We performed a systematic literaturesearch in order to answer
thesequestions. Evidencefromtheclinical trial sthat havebeen conducted on thissubject wasr eviewed. Results: Experimental evidenceconfirms
thebeneficial effect adrenalinehason coronary perfusion pressure. However, adrenaline has not been shown conclusively toimprove survival
inclinical trials. Extensivetrialshaveal sofailed to show any benefit of high-doseadrenalineover standard doses. Vasopressin seemstobemore
effectivethan adrenalinein animal studiesfor treatment of cardiacarrest duetoresistant ventricular fibrillation. However, it hasyet to beproven
tobesuperior toadrenalinein clinical trials. Conclusion: Moreresearch isneededintothisarea, especiallyrandomised controlledtrialsstudying
theeffectivenessof vasopressin. Meanwhile, in order toimprovesurvival fromsudden cardiacarrest, continuing effort should bemadetoachieve
early initiation of cardiopulmonary resuscitation, early defibrillation and early advanced care.
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