Men Who Commit Rape in Singapore
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Abstract

I ntroduction: Rapeisregardedasoneof themost seriousformsof sexual assault, yet therehasbeen alack of clinical information on convicted
rapistsin Singapore. Thispaper attemptsto confirm the hypothesesthat rapists comefrom disordered backgrounds, from largefamiliesand
arepoorlyeducated. Wefurther hypothesizethat they aremorelikelyto haveahistory of antisocial behaviour andtohavehadrecent exposure
topornography. Methods: Rapistsserving sentencein a Singapor e prison wer ecomparedwith 2 control groups, oneconsisting of violentnon-
sexual offendersand another comprising non-violent non-sexual offenders. Results: Rapiststended to bemen in their latethirtieswhorape
women in their early twenties. A largemajority of therapistsand their victimsareknown to each other. Rapistsare morelikely to comefrom
large, disordered families, attaining low educational |evel sbut seemingly less antisocial when compared with the controls. Morerapistsand
violent controlsreportedrecent viewing of pornography beforecommittingtheir offences. Conclusion: Thedemonstrated similaritiesbetween
rapistsandviolent controlslend supporttotheviewthat rapeisan act of violencecarried outin asexual manner rather than asexual actviolently
expressed.
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