
376

Annals Academy of Medicine

Quality of Life Measurement—Y B Cheung et al

1 Biostatistician
2 Research Coordinator
7 Senior Biostatistician

Division of Clinical Trials and Epidemiological Sciences
3 Registrar

Department of Therapeutic Radiology
4 Senior Consultant
5 Registrar

Department of Medical Oncology
6 Head

Department of Palliative Medicine
National Cancer Centre

Address for Reprints: Dr Cheung Yin-Bun, Division of Clinical Trials and Epidemiological Sciences, National Cancer Centre, 11 Hospital Drive,
Singapore 169610.
E-mail: ctecyb@nccs.com.sg

Measuring Quality of Life in Chinese Cancer Patients: A New Version of the
Functional Living Index for Cancer (Chinese)
Y B Cheung,1PhD, G Y Ng,2BA, L C Wong,3MBBS, FRCR, W H Koo,4MBBS, MRCP, E H Tan,4MBBS, M Med, MRCP,
M H Tay,5MBBS, MRCP, D Lim,5MBBS, MRCP, D Poon,5MBBS, MRCP, C Goh,6FAMS, MRCP, PhD, S B Tan,7PhD

Abstract
Introduction: Since its translation into Chinese, the Functional Living Index for Cancer (FLIC) has not been widely received due to some

of its difficulties. We modified its visual analogue scale (VAS) to an ordered categorical scale and changed some of the wording in the
instrument. This study examined the measurement properties of the modified FLIC. Materials and Methods: The modified version of FLIC
and the Functional Assessment of Cancer Therapy (FACT-G Chinese version 4) were filled in by 140 patients recruited from the National
Cancer Centre Singapore. The patients’ FLIC scores were compared with their clinical characteristics to establish known-group validity.
Convergent and divergent validity of FLIC were examined by correlation analysis with FACT-G and its sub-scales. Cronbach’s alpha and
relative efficiency were also examined. Results: FLIC and most of its sub-scales could indicate a clear and statistically significant difference
of quality of life (QOL) according to patients’ performance status and treatment status. FLIC strongly correlated with FACT-G. The
Physical, Psychological, and Symptoms sub-scales of FLIC converged to and diverged from FACT-G sub-scales as conceptually expected.
Cronbach’s alpha indicated a satisfactory level of reliability. FLIC appeared to be more efficient than FACT-G, meaning that a smaller
sample size will be required for FLIC than for FACT-G to achieve the same research purpose. Conclusions: The modified version of FLIC
was found to have achieved satisfactory measurement properties. This is a user-friendly alternative to the original FLIC.
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