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Measuring Quality of Lifein Chinese Cancer Patients. A New Version of the
Functional Living Index for Cancer (Chinese)
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Abstract

Introduction: Sinceitstranslation into Chinese, theFunctional Living I ndex for Cancer (FLIC) hasnot been widely received dueto some
of its difficulties. We modified its visual analogue scale (VAS) to an ordered categorical scale and changed some of the wording in the
instrument. Thisstudy examined the measurement propertiesof themodified FLI C. Materialsand Methods: The modified version of FLIC
and the Functional Assessment of Cancer Therapy (FACT-G Chinese version 4) werefilled in by 140 patientsrecruited from the National
Cancer Centre Singapore. The patients' FLIC scores were compared with their clinical characteristics to establish known-group validity.
Convergent and divergent validity of FLIC were examined by correlation analysiswith FACT-G and its sub-scales. Cronbach’ salpha and
relative efficiency werealso examined. Results: FLIC and most of itssub-scalescouldindicatea clear and statistically significant difference
of quality of life (QOL) according to patients' performance status and treatment status. FLIC strongly correlated with FACT-G. The
Physical, Psychological, and Symptoms sub-scales of FLIC converged to and diverged from FACT-G sub-scal es as conceptual ly expected.
Cronbach’s alpha indicated a satisfactory level of reliability. FLIC appeared to be more efficient than FACT-G, meaning that a smaller
samplesizewill berequired for FLIC than for FACT-G to achieve the sameresearch purpose. Conclusions: The modified version of FLIC
was found to have achieved satisfactory measurement properties. Thisis a user-friendly alternative to the original FLIC.
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