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Abstract

Introduction: Thiscasedescribessomeof theuniqueproblemsfaced by thethoracicanaesthesiologistsduringanaesthesiafor lungvolume
reduction surgery. Clinical Picture: The usual pulmonary function requirementsfor lobectomy are normally not met in these patientswith
severeemphysema. Treatment: Maintenanceof thefunctional residual capacity of thelung and normocapniaduring anaesthesiaarenot as
important. | nstead problems due to barotrauma and dynamic hyperinflation from positive pressure ventilation are. Outcome: Modification
of ventilation strategy and providing an anaesthetic tail ored towardsear |y extubation isthe corner stone of theanaesthetic plan. Conclusion:
A good understanding of therespiratory physiology in patientswith severe emphysemaisessential.
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