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Abstract

Introduction: We review the clinical applications of magnetic resonance cholangiopancreatography (MRCP) and illustrate them with
clinical examples. Methods: A literature search was performed in MedLine using the keywords “ MR cholangiopancreatography” and
“MRCP”. Therelevant articles were reviewed. The radiology information system was searched for MRCP examinations performed from
July 1999 to December 2002. A surgical database of resected caseswas also referenced. | llustrative cases were chosen in consultation with
surgical authorsto show the clinical applications of MRCP. Results: MRCP is useful for assessment of choledochalithiasis, choledochal
cysts, pancreasdivisum, primary sclerosing cholangitis, pancreatitisand anatomical variation of thebiliary ducts. When complemented with
dynamic gadolinium-enhanced studies, MRCP is useful for assessment of ductal cholangiocarcinoma, pancreatic and gall bladder
neoplasms. I llustrative casesare provided. Conclusion: MRCP isan important modality for theclinical assessment of hiliary and pancreatic
disorders.
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