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Abstract

Introduction: TheFaculty of Medicineof the University of Hong Kong launcheditsnew medical curriculumin 1997. It wasan integrated
and system-based curriculum, with problem-basedlearning (PBL) being oneof itsnew pedagogy. Thispaper describesthequality assurance
of theintroduction of PBL. Materialsand Methods: Regular PBL tutor training and case-writing workshops were conducted, with experts
both locally and internationally invited to serve astrainers. The monitoring mechanism wasthe use of paper questionnairesfilled by both
studentsand teachers. A group with a view to improve the process and the content of PBL studied the ratings of these evaluations. Results:
In 3years, atotal of 40training workshopswereheld and, 268 tutorsand 57 case-writerswereinitiated. Most of theteacherswereconvinced
that PBL did work even in students who came from a didactic learning background. Extensive and continued refresher PBL workshops
would benecessary. Conclusion: A stringent monitoring and evaluation processformed an integral part of an effectiveintroduction of PBL
in the medical curriculum.
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