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Abstract

Objectives: The Faculty of Medicine at the National University of Singapore was founded in 1905 and has trained many generations of
medical practitioners. Teaching hasbeen based on atraditional British-stylecurriculumwith 2 yearsof trainingin thebasicclinical sciences
and 3yearsintheclinical disciplines. Startingin theacademicyear 1999-2000, amoreintegrated curriculumwasintroduced. I n conjunction
with this, approximately one-fifth of the curriculumtimewasdedicated to problem-based learning (PBL). Thiswill bethefirst timethat PBL
is being implemented in the medical school and both staff and students will be new at it. Thus, the objective of this study was to gather
information on the reactions of both staff and students after the actual implementation._Materials and Methods: A questionnaire was
designed to assess the following: (1) What are tutors' and students' opinions on the relative benefits on students' learning process and
participation of PBL versustraditional lectures? (2) What isthelevel of satisfaction with variousaspectsof their PBL experience? (3) What
were the difficulties that were encountered? Results: Several positive and negative aspects of the tutors' and students experiences were
revealed. Most reportedfairly high levelsof satisfaction with their PBL experience. Conclusions: Overall, the experienceshave been positive
and both groups are willing to “ struggle” with this new way of learning.
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