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Abstract

Ailments afflicting wizarding folk are underreported in the muggle world. The recent
integration of muggles and magical folk with the return of You-Know-Who (aka He Who Must
Not Be Named) may result in a similar affliction of inhabitants of both worlds. We describe
interesting maladies afflicting muggles and wizarding folk alike, arising from the use and misuse
of magic. We also provide a basic glossary of magical ailments, and describe their muggle
corollaries. Further studies will hopefully result in the development of immunity against the

unforgiveable curses.
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Introduction

With the return of “You Know Who” (YKW) and the rise
of Death Eaters, injuries amongst both muggle and
wizarding folk (MF and WF) have escalated. Muggle
medicine, with its quaint dependence on potions and
“technology”, is inadequate to deal with magical injuries,
and has much to learn from our healing arts. Similarities
between the two are obvious. Muggles, too, have afondness
for cats — much has been made of cat scans. The chronicles
of the muggle Rowling®® have given far too many secrets
away, but some good has come out of muggle intervention.
Muggles have investigated the “heritance” of wizardry
with their funny technology, and have discovered muggle
and wizarding genes,” which explain how muggle-born
wizards and warlocks come to their gifts.

Inacollaborative effortbetween the Infirmary at Hogwarts
(HI) and St Mungo’s Hospital for Magical Maladies
(SMHMM), we have described interesting ailments
affecting MF and WF. We describe their aetiology,
pathogenesis and treatment. Thanks to the assiduous record-
keeping of Mdm Poppy Pomfrey (PP), some conditions
and sicknesses not seen at either of the institutions have
also been noted for reference.

Methods

We trolled the case records of all patients seen at HI and
SMHMM between years 1 and 6 HP (years since the

chronicles of Harry Potter). 1 to 6 HP covers the period
1997 to 2006 AD (in muggle years). The journals of PP
have also provided clinical material for this study. PP, as
part of her TOADs in the Healing Arts, trained at St
Bartholemews Hospital in London (she thought it was a
magical hospital for cats).

Results

There were 666 and 5043 attendancesat Hl and SMHMM,
respectively. Of this combined total of 5709, 209 were MF,
and 5500 WF. The 5500 magical folk comprised 908
wizards, 579 witches, 8 trolls, 9 ghosts, 18 poltergeists,
1800 house-elves, 3 centaurs, 1 unicorn and 2172 goblins.
Two were of indeterminate subtype. Outwizard ailments
(hexes, confounding spells, poisoning by potion) of the
everyday variety were dealt with the sweep of a wand® or
with countercurses.® We noted an increase in injuries and
deaths from HP4 with the return of YKW. Three wizards
and 1 witch died upon arrival at the A & E (Apparition and
Enervation) Department after having received the “Avada
Kedavra” unforgiveable curse at the hands of YKW
(Fig. 1). Table 1 lists interesting cases amongst both WF
and MF respectively, and describes in detail their
mechanisms of injury, remedies, as well as assorted
interesting details. All patients gave magical consent (except
3 wizards, who hexed us when we tried) and most allowed
publication of their identities. All studies were carried out
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Table 2. Useful Charms, Potions and Whatnots'¢
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Potion/Charm/Spell/Remedy

Cause/Effect/Use

Pepper-up potion

Cheering charms

Skele-grow

Charm used in goblet of fire to detect underaged contestants (unnamed)
Bubopus (extract)

Engorgement charms/shrinking charms

Pensieve

Expecto patronum

Cures colds/May have use for muggle diseases like Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) and Avian Influenza

Treatment of depression (Muggles are considering trial comparing cheering
charms with fluoxetine)

Good for orthopaedic/connective tissue diseases like osteogenesis imperfecta
Helpful for character faults (spinelessness)

A cure for baldness (but only if you are under 16)
Ultimate acne cure

To replace plastic surgery

Storing memories: useful for patients with dementia

Because we can always use a patronus

Fig. 1. Unidentifiable remains of wizard patient #235 after having been
cursed with the “Avada Kedavra™ curse. Investigators Rita Skeeter and
Peter Pettrigrew (aka Wormtail) participating in skullduggery.

according to CONSORT (Chants On Nights when Spells
Only Result in Tears) guidelines. Table 2 lists spells,
potions and magical remedies that may be useful in the
future, but for whom there is only level FROG evidence of
efficacy.

Discussion

Suspicion within the wizarding community has resulted
in many WF looking askance at muggle medicine. Weasley
has, for years, maintained the wonders of muggle
technology.® It is, however, irrefutable, that the magical
healing arts will do more for the muggle community than
the converse. Detractors of the HOME (Help Ordinary

February 2006, Vol. 35 No. 2

Muggles Everyday) programme!! have garnered some
support from various quarters, but we must remember that
there is strength in numbers, and we need all the strength we
canmuster inourgood fightagainst YKW. As collaborations
between MF and WF healers take place, we can look
forward to a cornucopia of new treatments that will help us
survive even the unforgiveable curses.
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