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Abstract

The Medical School in Singapore was founded on 3 July 1905 and named the Straits and
Federated Malay States Government Medical School. There were 23 students in the first
enrolment; 16 students attended the full course, while 7 attended a 2-year course for hospital
assistants. The pioneer group of 7 that graduated in May 1910 (the Magnificent Seven) consisted
of Drs Chen Su Lan, Edwin Williborod deCruz, and John Gnanapragasam from Singapore; Drs
Willie Carnegie and Mark W Chill from Penang; Dr SR Krishnan from Seramban and Dr John
Scott Lee from Ipoh. In December 1910, a further 6 students graduated. Of this first batch of 13
graduates in 1910, we describe the careers of 6; no records exist of the remaining 7.
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Introduction

The Medical School in Singapore was founded on 3 July
1905; it was named the Straits and Federated Malay States
Government Medical School. It was the forerunner of the
Faculty of Medicine, National University of Singapore
(NUS). This year (2005), the Faculty of Medicine (NUS)
and the NUS celebrate their centenaries.’

There were 23 students in the firstenrolment—9 Chinese,
6 Eurasians, 5 Tamils, 1 Malay, 1 Ceylonese, and 1
European. Sixteen students attended the full course, while
7 attended a 2-year course for hospital assistants. Each
student was given a scholarship of $15 per month, with a
yearly increment of $1 per month for the next 4 years. They
were lent free textbooks. Teaching was done by government
doctors, 2 army surgeons, and 5 private practitioners (Drs
Lim Boon Keng, Murray-Robertson, David Galloway,
Fowlie and Black).

Dr Gerald Dudley Freer was the first Principal of the
Straits and Federated Malay States Government Medical
School. He was an ex-colonial Surgeon Resident of Penang
and one of the first two house surgeons appointed to the
General Hospital in 1890. He taught Anatomy. He was

Principal from 1905 to 1909.* His position as Principal of
the Medical School is shown in a letter sent to him in 1908
from England (Fig. 1). Dr GD Freer reported on the state of
the Straits and Federated Malay States Government Medical
School (Fig. 2).4
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Fig. 1. A letter addressed to Dr GD Freer in 1908.
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Straits and Pederated Malay States Government Medical scnuul
REPORT BY Dr. G. D). FREER, Principal,

1. The first section of the new Medical School began on July 3rd and ended on
December 23rd.  During that time regular courses of instruction were given in Botany,
Chemistry, and Osteology. .

In October, the students began the study of Practical Anatomy in the Dissecting
Room.

2, The buildings in the whole Female Lunatic Asylum were altered and equipped
for the purposes of a Medical School, and have so far proved sufficient for present
requirements. . The situation is excellent, as it is quite close to the General Hospital,
where the students will later on carry on some of their Hospital work. It is also free
from noise and dust. 1f, however, as now seems likely, the number of students gOes o1
increasing, it will be necessary to construct new buildings or enlarge the present ones.
All the classes were held there with the exception of those in Chemistry, which were
weld by the Government Analvst in the in Coleman Street

Lemiiporary ]"Iu'-l"|||||'-| %

New laboratories are about to be buill for the Government
ability of having them in the Medical School premises ought to be considered,
the priesent time stodents have to walk nearly two miles to their Chemistry classes,

3: Mr.. RIDLEY. lectured on. Botany, Dr, BROOKE, the
Analyst, on Chemistry and Physics until the arrival of Mr. BURGESS from leave on
October 13th, and I togk the Osteology and Practical Anatomy classes.

Acting  Laovernment

4. Twenty-three students were enrolled, of whom nine were Chinese, and the
remainder Eurasians 6, Tamils 5, Ceylonese 1, Malay 1, and Eurapean 1,

Three paid fees, seven joined as student Assistant Surgeoons, five for the Straits
and two for the Perak Government Service; and for the remainder eight scholarships
of the value of $15 2 month were available. The scholarships were awarded on the
result of examinations held after three months' work in the school, three going to
Chinese students, two to Tamils, and one to the European student.

The Malay, one Tamil, and one Hurasian have since resigned.

5. On September 28th the school was formally opened by His Excellency the
Governor, Sir JOHN ANDERSON. E?r this time most of the equipment ordered from
Home had arrived, and it was possible to show the School Buildings in working order.
His Excellency made a very encouraging speech, which was listened to with interest
“hva large gathering, including students and their friends, those interested in founding

the school, the school staff, and most of the leading medical practitioners of Singapore.

Fig. 2. A report of the Medical School in 1905.4

The First Graduates

When the Medical School started in 1905 it was a 5-year
course and the students graduated with an LMS Diploma
(Licentiate in Medicine and Surgery). Dr RD Keith, the
second principal from 1909 to 1918, reported on the
Medical School in 1910 (Fig. 3).5

In May 1910, 7 students obtained the LMS Diploma, and
in December 1910, a further 6 students graduated (Fig. 4).°
The pioneer group of 7 that graduated in May 1910 (the
Magnificent Seven)® consisted of Drs Chen Su Lan, Edwin
Williborod deCruz, and John Gnanapragasam from
Singapore; Drs Willie Carnegie and Mark W Chill from
Penang; Dr SR Krishnan from Seramban and Dr John Scott
Lee from Ipoh.

Of the 13 graduates in 1910, little information on their
careers could be found despite an extensive search of the

archives in Singapore and Malaysia. The most has been
writtenon Dr Chen Su Lan.” There is scanty dataon Drs WF
Carnegy, Edwin Williborod deCruz, J Gnanapragasam, JS
Lee and Too (Teo) Chin Teong. Therefore, of the 13
graduates in 1910, we have been able to trace some
information on the careers of only 6.

Dr Chen Su Lan (1885 to 1972)

Dr Chen Su Lan’s life history has been well chronicled;"®
a portrait of him is shown in Figure 5. “Physician, anti-
opium fighter, philanthropist and social reformer, Dr Chen
Su Lan, was one of Singapore Methodism’s most
distinguished leaders: a legend in his time”: this was how
Dr Chen was described by his son, Dr Chen Chi Nan.® Dr
Chen was born in Fuzhou (China) in 1885 and was a third-
generation Methodist. He migrated to Singapore when he
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Annual Report of the Straits and Federated Malay States
Government Medical School for 1910.

REPORT BY Dk. R. DL KEITH, Praoicipal,
. -A‘ >
Full Course for the L. M. 5. Diploma.

1. Numbers, etc—Eighteen new students joined the full course during the year
of whom 2 were women. Of the new students 3 were Chinese, 6 Eurasians and g
Tamils. One joined as a Federated Malay States student Assistant Surgeon with a
scholarship, 13 as holders of scholarships and 4 as paying students. Seven had
obtained the Senior Cambridge Certificate, 7 the Junior and one had passed partly
the Junior Cambridge and partly the Preliminary Examination. Three Wwere admitted
as paying students on the understanding that they would pass the Compulsory
Ereliminary Examination in February, 1L,

At present 72 students are taking the full course of whom 16 pay fees, 16
are student Assistant Surgeons and 42 are holders of scholarships.

2. Discipline, ete—Two students were asked to resign. They had proved quite
unsuitable as prospective medical men. Two were allowed to resign. The scholar-
ships of 2 students were forfeited, 2 were suspended and 4 reduced.

On the whole the conduct of the students had been good.

3. Lxaminations, efe.—The examinations have been on a higher plane, generally,
than in previous years, and, with the raising of the level of the Preliminary
Examination, which the Council has decided to make that of the senior Cambridge
Certificate, it is probable that the general standard will improve. It appears to be
undoubtedly the case that those who have passed the higher preliminary educational
tests prove to be the better students throughout, and at the end of their curriculum,
As an example one might point out that the only two students who entered during
the first' twelve months with a Senior Cambridge Certificate passed first and second in
December, 110, at the end of their five years’ course.

Fig. 3. A report of the Medical School in 1910.°

The fellowing have completed their course :(—

- Date. MNamne. Memaris, F
May, 1910,  Chen Su Lan oo Private,
" W. F, Carnegy ... Straits Assistant Surgeon. -
. E. W. DeCruz ... W a "

J. Gnanapragasam Private,
- S. R. Krishnen ... F. M. S, Assistant Surgeon. *

FERUPEE 5 -1 3

13 ]~ Sq Lﬂe awa .P‘rh'at(:_
M. W.Chll ...
December, 1g1o. A, ]J. Thumboo ... .-

. Too Chin Teong ... .

. Tan Toon Cheng ... -

3 R. Chelliah i _

S. Danasawmy ... F. M, 5. Assistant Surgeon.”
" G. B. Leicester ... Straits Assistant Surgeon, '.

His Excellency Sir JOHN ANDERSON, G. C, M. G.; presented the first diplomas |

and the prizes in the beginning of June, 1g10. *In December, 1910, the diplomas
were presented by the Hon'ble: Dr. W. GILMORE ELLIS, Principal Civil Medical Officer.

o B v |

Fig. 4. The first graduates in 1910.°
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Fig. 5. Dr Chen Su Lan (1885-1972) [photograph
courtesy of Madam C.C. Chen, daughter of Dr Chenl].

was a young boy and in 1905 he enrolled at the newly
opened Straits and Federated Malay States Government
Medical School. He was one of the first six to graduate in
May 1910 with the diplomaof LMS (Licentiate in Medicine
and Surgery) and he topped the class. After graduation, he
was not only busy with his medical practice but served on
a number of important committees: the Tan Tock Seng
Hospital Management Committee; the Central Midwives
Board; and the Council of the King Edward V11 College of
Medicine (his alma mater). He also founded the Alumni
Association of the Medical College and was elected
President of the Malayan Branch of the British Medical
Association.

Dr Chen Su Lan campaigned vigorously for the abolition
of opium-smoking; this irked the Colonial Government as
opium was a major source of the Government’s revenue.”®
Starting the anti-opium drive in 1929, he founded the Anti-
Opium Clinic in 1933 (at 137 Kampong Java Road).!° Many
poor opium addicts were treated at this clinic, which had
outpatient and inpatient facilities. He campaigned against
the evils of opium addiction in Singapore and the other
parts of the Straits Settlements (Penang, Malacca) and
Malaya. In Penang, he was joined in the anti-opium drive
by Dr Wu Lien-Teh (1879 to 1960);” Dr Wu later gained
international fame as the plague fighter in China. Dr Chen
gave a lecture on “The Opium Problem in British Malaya”
in 1934 at the Rotary Conference in Penang (Fig. 6).1*

After the Japanese Occupation (1942 to 1945), opium

THE OPIUM PROBLEM IN
BRITISH MALAYA

AM ETEREE Ta THE dGTaiy ONrepeEsce

AT PRSRED 0% THE Sie VRGN, jEEL

. CHEN S0 LAN

Ditrecize, AnteOpdigs (i

President, Sngapans Asi-Chinm Socity

Fobbisdusd by
SIMOAPORE ANTIL.OEHLM SOCIETY

17, Kangwag foes Food, Sirgupar, 5.5

Fig. 6. Dr Chen Su Lan’s lecture on “The Opium Problem in
British Malaya” at the Rotary Conference in Penang on 23
November 1934.

was finally declared a prohibited drug by the British Military
Administration in 1946.

After the Japanese occupation, he served on the Advisory
Council of the British Military Administration (BMA). He
founded the Chinese YMCA (Young Men’s Christian
Association) in 1945. He founded the Chen Su Lan Trustin
1947, which disbursed funds and land to Christian
organisations.® The Methodist Children’s Home was named
after him. He steadfastly served the Lord in the spirit of the
quotation he chose as the motto of the Alumni Association:
“Not to be ministered unto, but to minister.”

He did his alma mater proud and his alma mater
reciprocated by conferring on him the Honorary Degree of
Letters of Law (LLD) in 1952. He was also an active
supporter of the Gan Eng Seng School and the Singapore
Chinese Girls’ School. Today, the Chen Su Lan Methodist
Children’s Home in Serangoon Garden Way perpetuates
hisname. Dr Chen died in 1972, aged 87 years. An obituary
(in the local newspaper) wrote a befitting and beautiful
epitaph: “Hisname will deservedly find aplace in Singapore
history.”

Dr Edwin W DeCruz (1888 to 1974)

Dr Edwin W deCruz graduated with Dr Chen Su Lan in
May 1910 from the Straits and Federated Malay States
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Government Medical School. He studied at the St Joseph’s
Institution, Singapore and was the first applicant to be
admitted to the Straits and Federated Malay States
Government Medical School;® he wrote a short account of
his life and times in 1973 for The Alumni Association
Newsletter in 1973 (this was reproduced in 2000).12 He was
among the first batch of 7 graduates.

He was a medical officer with the Malayan Medical
Service and served in Malacca, Singapore and Penang. In
1973, he wrote that he “spent 4 years in Malacca, 20 years
in Singapore and 13 years in Penang serving the
Government.”® He was reported to have single-handedly
suppressed the smallpox epidemic in Alor Gajah, Malacca.
In Singapore, where he served as senior surgeon, he lectured
on clinical medicine and surgery, and among his students
were BH Sheares and ES Monteiro. An early attempt to
form a graduates’ association was made in 1921, with Dr E
deCruz as president, but it lasted only a while. In Penang,
he was affectionately known as “the poor man’s doctor”
while he was the Medical Officer of the Government Clinic
at Buckingham Street (1935 to 1947) and on recalled duty
at the General Hospital, Penang (1947 to 1958). He was
made a Justice of Peace in 1948 and served as a visiting
judge of the Penang Prisons.2

A keen sportsman, he was president of the Penang
Recreation Club and the Penang Eurasian Association for
more than 10 years. He died in 1974 at the age of 86 years.
A photograph of Dr Edwin W deCruz is shown in Figure 7;
his philosophy as a doctor was “If you want to take up
medicine, don’t do it for gain. Do it for good.”®

Fig. 7. Dr Edwin W deCruz.
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De Wilfred Fairley Carnegy

Dr Carnegy (Fig. 8) was born in Penang on 12 March
1888, the son of Dr JF Carnegy. He was educated at the
Penang Free School and joined the Straits and Federated
Malay States Government Medical School in 1905 and was
among the first graduates in May 1910 to be awarded the
LMS (Licentiate in Medicine and Surgery), with first prize
in Obstetricsand Gynaecology and second prize for General
Excellence. He was in the Government Medical Service for
6%2 years; he later became a ship surgeon before setting up
private practice. He was a keen cricket and tennis player.
For several years, he practised at the Hinnam and Little
Dispensary, Victoria Street, Singapore.*

Fig. 8. Dr Wilfred Fairley Carnegy.

Dr John Gnanapragasam

Dr John Gnanapragasam, a Ceylonese, graduated in May
1910; there is no further information on him.* His portrait
is shown in Figure 9.

Fig. 9. Dr John Gnanapragasam.
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Dr John S Lee

Dr John Scott Lee (Fig. 10) was also from the first batch
of graduates in May 1910 from the Straits and Federated
Malay States Government Medical School. Many of the
students in the first batch were keen cricketeers. In 1908,
the School was able to field a full side. The first team that
represented the School included JS Lee (Captain), EW
deCruz, MW Chill, AJ Thumboo and others. Dr JS Lee was
a Ceylonese from Ipoh and was made a Justice of the Peace
for Kinta in 1931.%

Fig. 10. Dr John S Lee.

Dr Teo Chin Teong

Dr Teo Chin Teong’s surname was also spelt “Too” (Fig.
4). He was born in Malacca in 1887. He went to Raffles
Institution before enrolling at the newly opened Straits and
Federated Malay States Government Medical School in
1905; he graduated LMS in December 1910. (Of the 6
graduands in December 1910; we could only find
information on Dr Teo Chin Teong.) He practiced in
Singapore and was Visiting Physician to Kwong Wai Sin
Free Hospital (1910 to 1911). He left for China in 1914;
later, he served as ship surgeon on the S.S. Hong Mah, etc.
From 1916 to 1919, he was medical officer on Christmas
Island and later set up a private practice in High Street,
Kuala Lumpur. He was a member of the FMS Orion Club
and Chui Lok Dramatic Association.** Dr Teo (Too) Chin
Teong’s photograph is shown in Figure 11.

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

Fig. 11. Dr Teo Chin Teong.
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